
WCN is looking for participants across the state to join the Clinical Placement Initiative as stakeholders. This 
Initiative aims to transform clinical placement opportunities for nursing programs in Washington State. 
The 2023 Washington State Legislative session funded an Initiative to support nursing education by addressing 
the critical need for clinical placement opportunities in Washington. The Washington State Clinical Placement 
Initiative aims to enhance learning experiences through increased clinical education and practice experiences 
for future nursing professionals. 
The Clinical Placement Initiative emerges as a critical response to drive advancements in nursing education, 
which are needed to address persistent nursing shortages. With a commitment to expanding clinical placement 
opportunities, diversifying learning experiences beyond acute care settings, and working to address the overall 
shortage of nurse faculty, this initiative is set to unfold over a two-year timeline, ending in the summer of 2025.

WCN Washington State Clinical Placement Initiative

Who should join this Initiative?
 All nursing education programs 
 All healthcare facilities 
 Any organization that offers (or could potentially 

offer) clinical placement opportunities in WA State
 Any persons or organizational representatives who 

can influence the clinical education of nurses

Initiative phases include:

Heading the Clinical Placement Initiative is WCN’s Clinical Placement Associate, Lucy Merry. If you have any 
questions related to this initiative, please contact Lucy at LucyM@wcnursing.org. 
By addressing these challenges, the project looks to pave the way for increasing the number of nursing students 
Washington State admits and graduates each year. Beyond overcoming immediate obstacles, this initiative aspires 
to innovate clinical education, particularly in rural regions like Eastern Washington. In doing so, this initiative firmly 
positions itself as a catalyst for reshaping the future of nursing education in Washington!

To join us on this transformative journey, click the link 
below to complete the Stakeholder Registration. Upon 
registration, stakeholders will receive an invitation to join 
the Clinical Placement online community.

1. A comprehensive assessment and data-
gathering approach to evaluate existing clinical 
placement practices. 

2. Identifying and engaging stakeholders and 
extending them an opportunity to engage in the 
work. 

3. The deployment of a digital communication 
platform to support ongoing conversations 
about clinical placement needs. The digital 
communication platform will also serve as a 
dynamic online community where new clinical 
site opportunities can be established and 
shared, and relationships are built to foster 
increased diversity within the clinical site 
landscape.

4. Facilitated quarterly collaborative stakeholder 
meetings to address regional challenges, 
identify priority placement settings, and 
formulate a strategic plan to achieve an 
improved system of clinical education through 
statewide collaboration. 

All these activities will inform policy 
recommendations at the end of the project life 
cycle to improve nursing clinical education in the 
future.  

For more information visit 
https://www.wcnursing.org/washington-state-nursing-clinical-placement-initiative/

To ensure inclusivity, we are actively seeking 
representation from all regions, counties, and rural areas 
in Washington. 

Stakeholder Registration Link

https://clinicalplacement.wcnursing.org/
Or scan the QR code
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